
 

 

 

 
 
First major order for Lightworks under new ownership 
 
“Gee Broadcast’s recent acquisition of Lightworks was pivotal to our decision to order ten 
Lightworks editing systems.” – John Walbeoffe, Coach House Studios 
 
London, June 16th 2004 – Lightworks is delighted to announce its first major order since the 
company’s acquisition by Gee Broadcast Systems Ltd in May. 
 
Leading dry hire facilities house Coach House Studios has placed an order for ten Lightworks 
touch NLE systems, to be called off over the next few months. 
 
Managing Director John Walbeoffe comments: “We’ve bought a number of Lightworks systems 
over the years and, because they have such a loyal following among editors, wanted to 
continue using them.  Gee Broadcast’s recent acquisition of Lightworks gave us the necessary 
confidence in the company’s future to make that decision.  We’re now looking forward to 
replacing our Lightworks ‘fleet’ with equivalent numbers of the new touch systems, instead of 
just writing it off, so that we become known as the principal Lightworks hire facility in 
London.” 
 
Coach House Studios tends to specialise in TV drama, but does handle feature films and 
documentaries as well.  The company installs and supports edit suites anywhere in Europe - 
such as Prague, for Dr. Zhivago - and although systems can be set up in proximity to a studio, 
they are as likely to be on location – such as for the recent endurance TV stunt by magician 
David Blaine - or ordinary offices.  Once filming is complete, systems are usually taken from 
location back to the production company’s offices, or sometimes into the Coach House itself, 
which is equipped with ten edit suites. 
 
Rather than keep field systems boxed up and ready, the company prefers to assign a system 
that is already in use and therefore fully ‘burnt-in’, to ensure that it will work without problems 
when it is shipped. 
 
Like Walbeoffe himself, a lot of his company’s clients are ex-BBC and as the Corporation was a 
prominent buyer of the original Lightworks systems, many former BBC editors are trained and 
experienced on Lightworks.  The Coach House’s close proximity to BBC Television Centre 
makes it a very convenient facility for editors working on BBC projects. 
 
Walbeoffe observes: “We’ve got about six ex-BBC editors working here at the moment and 
although they were always very loyal to Lightworks, they really had no choice but to move to 
systems from other manufacturers, because Lightworks systems had gradually lost their 
technological edge.  I think they will be more than pleased to be able to return to Lightworks, 
once they see that the new Touch systems are certainly as good as, or actually better than, 
the competition.” 
 
With one of the new Lightworks systems already working on a prestigious but as-yet-
undisclosed external project and another assigned to internal use, Walbeoffe anticipates that it 
will not be long before Lightworks devotees are beating a path to his door and he can call off 
the next allocation from his order. 

About Lightworks 

Lightworks has been developing and supplying high end editing solutions for the film and broadcast TV 
industry for over 10 years.  The latest product, Lightworks Touch, has already been used around the world 
on many feature films and TV productions.  Lightworks has offices in London, Toronto and Los Angeles.  
Lightworks UK Ltd was recently formed after the purchase of the Lightworks business by Gee Broadcast 



 

 

Systems Ltd. Gee Broadcast Systems has been supplying products and engineering services to the 
broadcast industry for 17 years and now also manufactures the Geevs Video Server, which provides 
integrated, networked, production solutions, together with Lightworks Touch editors. 

About Coach House Studios 

Coach House Studios provide on-line edit suites on location in the U. K. & throughout Europe with full 
engineering support.  
 
The company also has a modern ten room dry hire post production facility currently offering Mac and PC-
based NLE systems and digital track-laying suites, with LAN share centralised storage. Coach House 
Studios were established 12 years ago in 1992 in a converted Victorian coach house close to BBC 
Television Centre. 
 
Productions serviced by the Coach House Studios include: Feature Films - Lava, 24 Hours in London, 
Divorcing Jack; Television Films - Madame Bovary (BBC), David Copperfield (BBC), Lock, Stock (Ginger 
Productions), Daniel Deronda (BBC), Dr. Zhivago (Granada), Pepys (BBC), Prime Suspect ’03, (Granada); 
Television Series & Serials - Holby City - Series 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 (BBC Hospital Drama, Pride and Prejudice 
(BBC), Silent Witness (’96, ’99, 2000, ’01, ‘02), Yorkshire Ripper (Granada); Light Entertainment - Only 
Fools & Horses (The three 1996 Xmas specials), Last of the Summer Wine (’94, ’95 ’96 ’97 ’98 ’99 & 
2000, ’01, ’02, ’03, ’04), The League of Gentlemen; Documentaries - Many programmes in the following 
strands: - Timewatch, Horizon, Modern Times, Rough Justice, Panorama, Inside Story & BBC Political 
Documentaries. 

Contact 

For more information about Gee Broadcast or Lightworks UK Ltd, please contact: 
 
  Keith Gee 
  Gee Broadcast Systems Ltd 
  Tel:  +44 (0) 1256 810123 
  Fax:   +44 (0) 1256 810061 

Email:  keith@geebroadcast.co.uk 
Web:  www.geevs.co.uk  

Press Contact 

Peter Gallon, two one communications ltd – peter@two-one.co.uk 
Tel & Fax: +44 (0) 1725 553063 

 


		2004-07-23T11:12:36+0100
	Gee
	I am the author of this document




